
Jim Johnston (left), CEO of R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co., and William Campbell, CEO of Philip Morris, 
were among seven executives of U.S. tobacco 
companies sworn In to testify at a congressional 
hearing on April 14. 
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S even tobacco company executives 
raised their right hands and swore to 
tell the truth at a congressional hearing 
on April 14. But getting their facts out on the 
table was often difficult because throughout 
the six hours of testimony, the executives 
were interrupted, harassed and sometimes 
ridiculed by some of the congressmen presid¬ 
ing over the hearings. 

The CEOs of the seven major tobacco 
companies were testifying before the Sub¬ 
committee on Health and the Environment 
of the U.S. House of Representatives 
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ms f9 ommittee on Ener Sy and Commerce, 

- -l;sfrP ”i Iy ,n 0 chance to heQ ^ nd o ther \ headed by Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.). 

our customers , y~ ? • l The inquiry covered topics ranging from 
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"addiction” to youth smoking. The rude 
and hostile tone of the proceedings, 
which were televised nationally, 
prompted some news reporters and 
countless citizens to criticize the tactics 
and behavior of leaders in the anti- 
l smoking industry. Many compared the 
\ tobacco hearings to the Joe McCarthy 
\ hearings on communism of the 1950s. 
,\ James W. Johnston, Reynolds 
M Tobacco’s chairman and CEO, told the 
g|\ subcommittee that the real issue is 
prohibition. "The anti-smoking 
. industry is committed to ►►► 
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